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I. Policy Statement 
 

The Division recognizes the right of all juveniles to adhere to the requirements of 
their religion, subject to limitations necessary to maintain facility safety and security, 
including access to clergy and religious materials.  Participation in religious services, 
programs and activities is strictly voluntary.  Although the facility shall coordinate 
and support religious activity, no particular religion may be endorsed or required. 

 
II. Rationale 
 

Juveniles have a constitutional right to practice their religious beliefs, and the 
Division may not interfere with that right, unless its interest in doing so interferes 
with security, programming and treatment needs of the juveniles.  Additionally, 
religious organizations can assist juveniles while confined in Division residential 
programs and secure facilities, and upon their release to the community. 
 

III. Definitions 
 

A. “Clergy” means a person who has an ecclesiastical relationship with the juvenile 
and is a duly ordained member of a religious group (i.e., priest, pastor, bishop or 
rabbi). 

 
B. A “religious worker” is a volunteer that is associated with a particular religion and 

wishes to interface with juveniles in Division custody, but is not a duly ordained 
clergy. 

 
C. “Religious services” are services that are normally conducted by clergy on a 

religion’s Sabbath. 
 
D. “Religious programs” are activities other than religious services. 

 
IV. Procedures 
 

A. Religious services shall be made available for juveniles who wish to participate, 
as long as they do not interfere with security, programming and treatment needs 
of the juveniles.  Every effort shall be made to provide the type of religious 
services requested by the juvenile and their parents or guardians. 

 
B. Accommodations for additional religious practices may be made available, as 

long as they do not interfere with facility security, programming and treatment 
needs of the juvenile.   
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C. A facility or program director may utilize the services of volunteers to meet the 
religious needs of the juvenile.  Volunteers, religious workers and clergy shall 
meet the security and clearance requirements of Policy 01-03, Volunteers and 
Donations.  The facility or program director may appoint a staff member, as a 
religious coordinator, to assist with coordination of religious services and 
programs. 

 
D. Facility staff shall supervise juveniles attending religious services and programs. 

 
E. Juveniles shall have access to religious publications and written material.  Staff 

shall review materials and withhold, if there is a threat to facility safety or 
security.  The quantity of material may be limited, based on safety and storage 
concerns. 

 
F. Juveniles shall be informed they may request, in writing, their clergy be notified 

of their confinement, unless there is a “No Contact Order” by the court.  The 
juvenile and a parent or guardian must sign the written request, if the juvenile is 
under eighteen (18) years of age. 

 
G. Upon a juvenile’s request for notification, staff shall make phone contact with the 

juvenile’s clergy and inform them: 
1. the juvenile is in the custody of the Division; 
2. the location of the juvenile; 
3. the juvenile has requested a visit by the clergy; 
4. the need for confidentiality; 
5. the clergy may visit during a requested appointment or during regular visiting 

hours. 
 

H. Staff shall require clergy to provide proper identification and will be subject to 
facility visitation procedures.  Religious workers may provide additional religious 
programming as pre-approved by the facility or program director. 



DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
DIVISION OF JUVENILE JUSTICE SERVICES 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES 
 

 Policy No: 04-02 Effective Date:  10/15/04  Revision Date: 1/21/11 
Subject: Religious Programs 

 

Page 3 of 3 

V. Continuous Renewal 
 

This policy shall be reviewed every three (3) years to determine its effectiveness and 
appropriateness.  This policy may be reviewed before that time to reflect substantive 
change. 

 
This policy has been reviewed by the Board of Juvenile Justice Services, and is approved 
upon the signature of the Director. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
E. Mark Bezzant, Chair     Signature Date  
Board of Juvenile Justice Services 
 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Dan Maldonado, Director    Signature Date  
Division of Juvenile Justice Services 
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